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Hindustan and after having sacked Delhi returned to
Persia on the 5th May. The Nizam Asaf Jah had been
with the Emperor throughout these proceedings but had
been powerless to help him. Indeed, Orme says that he
himself invited Nadir Shah to come to India, but he cites
no authority for this assertion and all the probabilities
are in the opposite direction ; for it was much more in
the interests of the Nizam that there should be a weak
ruler like Mahomed Shah on the throne than a man of
the stamp of the Persian conqueror ; but, after Nadir
Shah had retired and' had taken with him the accum-
ulated treasures of Delhi, Asaf Jah must have seen
that any further attempt to uphold the Emperor's author-
ity was hopeless. Accordingly he resolved to devote the
rest of his life to the consolidation of his own kingdom in
the Deccan. He must now have been nearly 90 years of
age/ but was still endowed with an immense amount
of energy and physical strength. Affairs in the Carnatic
urgently required his presence, for the French under
Dupleix had already begun to interfere, and Safdar Khan,
the Nawab of the Carnatic, had been assassinated by his
brother-in-law. Everything in the south was in con-
fusion, and to add to this confusion the Mahrattas had
come down with a large army with the object of taking
Trichinopoly. In spite therefore of his advanced age,
Asaf Jah marched down to Arco't with a large army,
which Orme refers to as 80,000 horse and 200,000 foot.
His presence served to restore order and for the present
he appointed Anwar-ud-Din as Nawab (1744). It is
narrated that so great was the confusion in the Carnatic
and so many the rivals who put forward their claims to
the Nawabship, calling themselves Nawab in anticipa-
tion of success, that the old Nizam gave orders to his
attendants that eighteen Nawabs having been to see